
Graduate Center, CUNY 
Doctoral Students’ Council 
Emergency Steering Committee Meeting Minutes 

 
May 11th, 2007—6pm  

 
 
St eer ing Commit t ee member s pr esent :  
Er icka Calt on, Chong Woj t kowski , Br enda Vollman, Pat r ina Huf f , Kat e Wilson, Char les 
Lieber man, Rob Faunce, Denise Tor r es  
 
St eer ing Commit t ee member s absent :  
Rouzbeh Nazar i [non-vot ing ex-of f icio] , Michael Br oder   
 
Chair : Chong Woj t kowski 
Minut es: Pat r ina Huf f  
 
Meet ing called t o or der  at  6:05  PM 
 
May 11, 2007  
 
I .  Appr oval of  agenda.   

Denise Tor r es r egist er ed a complaint  r egarding call t o meet ing as unconst it ut ional. Kat e 
Wilson inf or med t her e is no const it ut ional r ight  of  complaint . Rob Faunce quest ioned t he 
legit imacy of  t he meet ing. Denise Tor r es st at ed t he emer gency meet ing was against  bot h 
t he const it ut ion and Sunshine Laws and asked f or  clar if icat ion r egarding agenda and 
emer gency call. Chong Woj t kowski st at ed she f or war ded t he agenda, t his is a r egular ly 
scheduled t ime, and t hat  by const it ut ion t he Co-Chair s could call an emer gency meet ing. 
Denise Tor r es r eit er at ed call was not  in-compliance wit h const it ut ion or  Sunshine Laws and 
r egist er ed complaint . 

Mot ion t o appr ove agenda accept ed wit h maj or it y consent .  
 
I I .  Appr oval of  old minut es.   

Mot ion t o t able Apr il 13t h minut es appr oved.  Mot ion t o accept  March 9t h minut es wit h 
spelling checks by Er icka and addit ion t hat  Denise was pr esent  appr oved. 

 
I I I . Plenary Elect ions Pr ocess.   
 
Er icka r epor t s t hat  st udent s who have been elect ed as r epr esent at ive have been cont act ed 
and t hat  most  t ies have been r esolved, however , t he st eer ing commit t ee should at t empt  a 
second r ound of  cont act s t o nonr espondent s by Tuesday.   



Er icka says f or  t he May 18 meet ing t he or der  of  nominat ions/ elect ions will be: 1) co-chair  
f or  communicat ions, 2)  co-chair  f or  business, 3)  co-chair  f or  st udent  af f air s, 4) st eer ing 
commit t ee member s, 5)  media board and ot her  posit ions (Er icka will wr it e shor t  
descr ipt ions of  t hese t o be dist r ibut ed at  t he May 18 meet ing).  Denise Tor r es cor r ect ed 
t he or der  of  nominat ions/ elect ions st at ing t he or der  of  elect ions is 1) co-chair  f or  st udent  
af f air s 2)  co-chair  f or  communicat ions and 3)  co-chair  f or  business as per  t he const it ut ion. 
Br enda Vollman agr eed t his was t he or der  and af f ir med elect ions would be held in alignment  
wit h exist ing r egulat ions.  

Er icka says candidat es will st and up and say somet hing about  t hemselves.  They will have t he 
choice t o be pr esent  or  t o leave t he r oom while t he plenary discusses t heir  candidacy.  
Br enda asks if  t he discussion par t  can be skipped and candidat es vot ed on based on what  
t heyÕve said.  Chong and Kat e r espond t hat  discussion is cr ucial as t her e may be f acet s of  a 
candidat e t hat  donÕt  come up in a speech.  Denise asks if  t her e will be paper  ballot s.  This is 
answer ed in t he af f ir mat ive.  Char les suggest s t hat  paper  ballot s be dist r ibut ed upon 
complet ion of  discussion of  each candidat e.  Denise st at ed t hat  in keeping wit h t he 
const it ut ion a r ecor d be kept  so, in t he event  of  vacancies, second place candidat es can f ill 
t he posit ions. Er icka af f ir med t hat  r ecor ds and ballot s are cur r ent ly kept  in sealed 
envelopes.  Br enda says t his is alr eady t he cur r ent  pr act ice.  The const it ut ion r equir es all 
ballot s be kept  and vacancies f illed in t he or der  t hat  candidat es wer e elect ed.  
 
I V.       Semest er  wr ap up  
 
Br enda asks t hat , t hough of f ice hour s of f icially end on May 17, st eer ing commit t ee 
member s come t o t he of f ice as much as possible t o help wit h collect ion of  r eceipt s and 
ot her  out st anding paper wor k. 
 
Er icka asks t he chair s of  t he libr ar y, healt h issues and communit y building commit t ees t o 
submit  a r epor t  summar izing t heir  act ivit ies f or  t he t er m. 
 
V. Recent  Email Communicat ions  
 
Execut ive session begins 6:21 PM 
Execut ive session ends 6:59  PM 
 
Denise st at es f or  t he r ecor d t hat  she f eels an emer gency meet ing was inappr opr iat ely 
called and t hat  t he amount  of  t ime spent  in execut ive session pr oves t hat  t he pr imary 
pur pose of  t he meet ing was not  t o discuss t he elect ions/ end of  t he year  wr ap up as st at ed 
in t he emails t o t he st eer ing commit t ee.   
 
Er icka st at es f or  t he r ecor d t hat  she disagr ees. 
 
Rob st at es f or  t he r ecor d t hat  he f eels t he calling of  an emer gency meet ing was an abuse 
of  power . 
 
Chong st at es f or  t he r ecor d t hat  she disagr ees. 



 
VI .  Mot ion t o adj our n at  7:03 PM appr oved wit h unanimous consent .  


