
 
 

CUNY Gr aduat e Cent er  
Doct or al St udent sÕ Council 

St eer ing Commit t ee Minut es 
 

Apr il 7, 2006 
 
Present:  Celia Braxton, Ericka Calton, Stephanie Domenici, Moira Egan, David H. 
Golland, Lee Hachedoorian, Tina Lee, Brenda Vollman (by proxy: Charles Lieberman), 
Chong Wojtkowski, Charles Lieberman (ex-officio, non-voting).   
Quorum sufficient to conduct business. 
 
Chairperson:   Chong J. Wojtkowski  
Minutes: Ericka Calton 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:15 pm 
 

I . Appr oval of  Agenda- wit h t wo addit ions (I X, D passed but  hasnÕt  been cont est ed due 
t o quest ions about  quor um Ð T.L.; I V. A. Moir aÕs name is misspelled Ð L.H.; VI I . The 
pur pose of  t he t r ip t o Albany was t o suppor t  t he CUNY compact . S.D. did a campus 
visit  t o Queens and t her e ar e no mor e scheduled Ð S.D.) C.L. mot ioned t o appr ove, T.L. 
seconded, unanimous consent  

 
I I . Appr oval of  Old Minut es 

A. Mar ch 10, 2006 Ð unanimous consent  
 

I I I . Old Business 
A. Vot ing Ð D.G. pr esent ed t he issue of  vot ing f or  st udent s wit h disabilit ies, 

par t icular ly f or  at -lar ge vot es; M.E. ment ioned t hat  we should addr ess concer ns 
of  st udent s asked who want  t o vot e via email and per haps we should have t hat  
st udent  cont act  Shar on or  Elise; C.B. suggest s t hat  we ask Elise about  t his; 
Accor ding t o T.L. t he const it ut ion says t hat  elect ions must  be done by mail. T.L. 
will cont act  Elise t o f ind out  t he par t icular s; L.H. ment ioned t hat  if  ot her  gr oups 
want  t o use online elect ions, t hen per haps t heyÕd be willing t o help pay f or  
inst it ut ing t he syst em.; T.L. says t hat  par t icipat ion is low and we can always wr it e 
our  name in at  any t ime. D.G. says t he name must  be f i lled in at  t he cor r ect  
places on t he DSC St eer ing Commit t ee spr eadsheet , which is j ust  f or  our  
not ekeeping pur poses; C.W. of f er ed t o wr it e up an inst r uct ional sheet  t o avoid 
f ut ur e conf usion. 

 
I V. Business Repor t  (Tina) 

A. Movie Ticket s - D.G. moved t hat  t he S.C. aut hor izes T.L. t o pur chase movie 
t icket s online using her  per sonal cr edit  car d. T.L. will get  r eimbur sed f or  t he 
money and t he t icket s will be sold as usual; C.L. seconded; T.L. r ecused; mot ion 
passed 



B. Webmast er  St ipend/ Hour s Ð Camille has spent  $ 2400 of  her  st ipend and is 
budget ed f or  $ 5200. She expect s t o use mor e hour s t han pr eviously t hought . 
The S.C. will pr esent  t o t he plenar y t hat  we use special allocat ion f unds t o pay if  
Camille goes over budget . 

 
V. St udent  Af f air s Repor t  (St ef ) 

A. Funding I ssues Ð t he Wr it ing Fellowship will be lower ed t o $ 18,500 in t he f ut ur e. 
This would be bad since A) t aking t ax money and put t ing it  somewher e else (like 
r ecr uit ment  packages) wher e it  isnÕt  equal access (small commit t ee would decide 
who get s t he money and only incoming st udent s would r eceive f unds). C.B. not ed 
t hat  when t he money is lower ed, t he cost  of  t uit ion and t he cost  of  l iving would 
be incr eased and t his makes no sense. S.D. ment ioned t hat  t he ar gument  by t he 
admin. is t hat  when people dr op out  in t heir  2nd and 3rd  year s, mor e money would 
be available; but  t his is unf air  because people should not  have t o wait  f or  
someone t o dr op out . The big quest ion is: will t he number  of  f ellowships decr ease 
wit h a concomit ant  decr ease in money, r esult ing in no change in f unding or  
availabilit y? 

B. AEB and RA Ð we have no inf or mat ion about  when t he cont r act  f or  Rest aur ant  
Associat ion ends and S.D. will look int o t his nex t  week. T.L. will st ar t  at  t he 
business of f ice. M.E. ment ioned t hat  t he College of  St at en I sland has a good, 
subsidized caf et er ia plan. S.D. t hinks t hat  we shouldnÕt  compar e RA t o ot her  
CUNY caf et er ias, but  if  we do, we should compar e t o Cit y College. We should 
look at  how t hey can best  ser ve us and which companies know about  appr opr iat e 
licensing f or  var ious event s. The pr ices f or  RA ar e high. S.D. want s t o get  
suggest ions f r om t he plenar y about  t his issue. D.G. st at ed t hat  Car r ie, a f or mer  
AEB co-chair , will be away f or  a while and moves t hat  C.L. r eplaces Car r ie if  
available. T.L. seconded. Unanimous consent . 

C. Suppor t  CUNY Ð S.D. not ed t hat  t he email announcement  t hat  was sent  f r om t he 
chancellor  was obscur ed t hr ough all of  t he f or war ded t ex t  in t he email and we 
should ask Camille t o post  t he announcement  body on t he websit e and r esend t he 
message wit h a link t o t he websit e and a dif f er ent  subj ect  l ine in t he email. 

 
VI . Communicat ions Repor t  (Dave) 

A. Absent ee Reps Ð af t er  t he Mar ch Plenar y, D.G. cont act ed 6 r eps t hat  had missed 
3 meet ings in a r ow wit hout  pr ior  not if icat ion t o t he S.C.: 1) r esigned (Ed. Psych), 
2) r esponded (Ed. Psych), 3) Nor a G. agr eed t o blanket  pr oxy f or  t he nex t  t wo 
meet ings (Clin. Psych), 4) no posit ive r esponse and t her e is only 1 r ep (Comp. Sci.), 
5) Ant onia Levy hasnÕt  r eplied at  all but  weÕll let  her  have a pass (Sociol.), 6) 
Emily Mahon (dept . ?) has never  at t ended a meet ing and r esponded t o D.G. on 
4/ 1/ 06. L.H. mot ions t o r emove Emily Mahon, no second. 

B. Webmast er  Hir ing/ Rehir ing Ð The hir ing t eam (L.H., E.C., C.W., D.G., B.V., C.L.) 
will convene ar ound mid-May. Adver t isement s will be post ed in t he Apr il 
Advocat e and we will encour age Camille t o r eapply. 

C. Websit e & For um Ð t he websit e has migr at ed. Bullet in boar ds ar e up. Guest s 
cannot  post , but  anyone can r egist er  and can t hen post ; we may change t his 
opt ion in t he f ut ur e. We want  t o t r ack I P addr esses f or  people since t her e ar e 
secur it y-sensit ive issues on t he sit e. We st il l need t o get  t he R dr ive f unct ioning 
on t he new sit e. 

 
VI I . Healt h Commit t ee Repor t  (Er icka/ Celia)Ñ t he next  Healt h I ssues Commit t ee (HI C) is 

4/ 28/ 06 at  5 pm (bef or e t he plenar y). E.C. sent  an email t o t he commit t ee member s 
ear lier  t oday. C.W. got  inf or mat ion f r om her  APO about  a healt h f air . 

 



VI I I . USS Repor t  (Char les)Ñ As of  4/ 11/ 06, if  we do not hing r egar ding t he USS f ee 
incr ease, it  will t ake ef f ect . The USS says t hey will send all inf or mat ion t o st udent  
gover nment s and t heyÕd each get  vot es like an elect or al college. I f  we want  t o init iat e 
a cour t  pr eceding (under  Per ez v. CUNY), we must  do t his bef or e 4/ 11/ 06. C.L. 
cor r esponded wit h St eve Diamond at  CUNY Law about  Ar t icle 78. C.L. says t hat  
under  Per ez v. CUNY, t he losing side pays t he cour t  cost s. The St eer ing Commit t ee 
has decided t o t ake act ion: C.L. will cont act  St eve Diamond, L.H. will cont act  t he 
or iginal at t or ney f or  Per ez v. CUNY (McGuir e), M.E. will cont act  Schaf f er Õs of f ice on 
Monday. T.L. moved t hat  t he DSC opposes t he USS f ee incr ease and is willing t o t ake 
t he st eps necessar y, including but  not  l imit ed t o legal act ions, t o quest ion t he 
legit imacy of  said f ee incr ease. C.W. seconded, D.G. abst ained, mot ion passed. 

 
I X. New Business 

A. Par t y Remar ks (Chong)Ñ we must  do bet t er  adver t ising f or  par it es. C.B. says 
f lier s should be post ed on ever y boar d on ever y f loor  and in t he caf et er ia 2 
weeks pr ior  t o t he par t y and t hey must  be checked 1 week pr ior  t o make sur e 
not hing is cover ing t hem. M.E. st at ed t hat  t he wor d ÒsnacksÓ on t he f l ier  was 
misleading. E.C. says we should post  f l ier s on t he var ious CUNY campuses. S.D. 
not es t hat  f r om a psychological point  of  view, it  is bet t er  t o make t he f l ier s all 
t he same color  f or  a single par t y so t hat  t hey ar e r ecognizable and people will 
r elat e t he f lier s wit h t he par t y if  t hey see t hem of t en. 

B. Locker sÑ Char les said we should make an announcement  t hat  locker s will be 
clear ed and t he DSC should dist r ibut e t hem on a semest er -by-semest er  basis. 
C.B. said t hat  it  should be f or  an academic year  because t he semest er  is t oo 
shor t . C.W. point ed out  t hat  t he Fr ench APO used a f ir st -come f ir st -ser ved 
policy and pr ef er ence was given t o f ir st  year  st udent s. C.W. will dr af t  an email 
wit h a deadline of  May 31 f or  not if ying st udent s about  t he locker s. C.B. t hinks 
people should apply f or  t he locker s and we shouldnÕt  do it  by j ust  f ir st -come 
f ir st -ser ved, alt hough we should r eser ve a cer t ain number  of  locker s f or  
incoming st udent s. D.G. suggest ed t hat  t he co-chair  f or  Business Management  be 
r esponsible f or  administ r at ing t he locker  policy. T.L. said t hat  we should do by 
f or m submission, similar  t o t he met hod we use f or  r oom r equest s; she will adapt  
an exist ing f or m. L.H. said we should do t his in Sept ember  inst ead of  May. D.G. 
suggest ed an annual lot t er y and let  ent er ing st udent s know dur ing or ient at ion (a 
St eer ing Commit t ee member  will at t end or ient at ion). C.W. said we should post  
t his on t he websit e. S.D. said we should put  a locker  policy st at ement  in new 
st udent  packet s. 

C. No ot her  new business 
 

X. Announcement sÑ S.D. said we should pr esent  ideas about  impr oving t he St eer ing 
Commit t ee at  t he nex t  St eer ing Commit t ee meet ing 

 
T.L. moved t o adj our n; D.G. seconded.  
 
Meet ing was adj our ned at  7: 59 pm. 
Respect f ully Submit t ed,  Er icka F.  Calt on 
 


